HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY

Des Moines
Oak Leafs
finish 2nd at
USA National
Championship

Alyssa Hertel
Des Moines Register
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Des Moines Oak Leafs' third-
period comeback in the USA Hockey
Division I1 National Championship fell
short Monday as Prep Hockey (Tllinois)
raised the title trophy aftera 6-3 winin
Plymouth, Minn.

It was the second time the Oak
Leafs qualified for the national tourna-
ment, and the first time Des Moines
was in the Division 11 championship
game, The Leafs roster is comprised of
Des  Moines-area  high  school
students,

“This group was just resilient,”
coach Scott Long said. “"Driven by our
senior class, our leaders, who battled
through adversity and never wavered.
This was a unique experience but this
iz a group that every game, every prac-
tice, came to battle and work their
hardest.”

The title matchup was closer than
the final score shows, with Des Moines
holding the 28-23 advantage in shots
on goal. Prep Hockey took advantage
of two early penalties by the Oak
Leafs, a bad bounce, and Des Moines
pulling goalie Aidan Zimmerman in
the final minute of play.

Des Moines found itself in a hole af-
ter the first two periods, Prep Hockey
seored two even-strength goals in the
first frame and added two power play
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Tha Des Mainos Oak Leafs hockeay team posos with its second- place trophy at
the Division Il USA Hockey Championship, Des Moines dropged the tithe game,
B-3, to Ibinois’ Prop Hockey, SCOTT LOKGSRCCIAL TO THE ROGAETER
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Contired fram Fage 18

goals in the secord. Des Molres traibed
4-0 after two periods but, on the power
play to start the third, something
champed for the Oak Leals,

“CHIn eSS \\.m;]l.ptl heelleve,” I.nmx
sehd. “We've believed in each other afl
vear, £0 there's no need to change the
seipt right mow. Even though we're
down, arything was poasible”

Jakub Tomecek tapped in a cross-lee
feweed From Carson Clemmensen at 1540
in the third peried to give Des Moincs its
first goal of the game,

Pres Hockey responded with a goal of
itz cwn, bt the Dak Leafs weren't ready
b ggfive up.

Jecxson Krer skated into the zone
and ket off a shot from the top of the clr-
vl ittt Tound its wary st Prep g‘;n'lirr
Michacl Delea. After five scorebess min
utes on both ends, Clemmensen took
advaniage of & 5-on-3 power play op-
portunity.

The Oak Leals - who pulled off a late
comeback and heat East bslip (New
York) in the quarterfinals - were down
53 with alymet [ve minueles o pbey

But Prep Hockey didn't slow down,
and Des Molres' turnovers did not allow
the Duk Leals & cliance to pul] Zimoes-

man fior an extra attaekor witi] the final
minuie,

Almost immediately after Zimmer-
man got o the bench, Prep Hockey's
Nicholas Lambeig collecial a loose
puck ard put i1 in the empty nel to se
cure the chomplonship.

Des Modnes Anished second in Divi-
sion [ of the URA Hockey MNational
Champlonship. Dlvision 17 consists of
combined high school hockey teams,

The Oak Leafe made it to the cham-
plonship game by posting a perfect 5-0
reoond leading up to the title matehim.
The Oak Leafs defvated the Dayion
Stealth (Ohio), Keller {Texas) and the
Faith Lutheren Croseders (Nevada) in
ool plagy.

Des Molnes defeated East 18lip in
the guarterfinale and the Gmaha Ju-
nins Lancers (Mehraska) in overtime of
the semifinels on Sunday.

Daspite the loes in tha champlan-
ﬁhip e, I:.iu'.g =4l views this &= 5
pesitive for Des Moines lee hockey.

“1 cannat tell you the amount of
calls mmd messages (hat 1 received, just
wishing us luck” Long said. “Maybe
s put us on the mag a linle bit. We
have youth hockey players supporting
g, Wi hove zlumni supporting us.

“Obviously, the mesull wasn't the
one that we wanted, buta lot of people
are proud of what we did and 1 think

that's so speecial ™




